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March 2007 Newsletter

From the chairman:

A happy Chinese New Year to you all. From February to April is orchid blooming season. All orchid societies,
including TAOA, will host orchid shows. When Southern Ontario Society hosted an orchid show in February 2007,
volunteers from TAOA helped to set up display stalls. I hope these volunteers will continue this meaningful work in
the future. Those who are interested please contact me.

TAOA will host our Orchid Show on April 13, 14 and 15. We shall need a large number of volunteers for varies
positions like: judging clerks (experience not necessary as long as one can communicate with judges, TAOA will
explain what is involved on Friday, April 13). TAOA will also need volunteers for security, plants care, food
distribution. Please sign up during our March bi-monthly meeting or contact Mrs. Chan (Cathy at 416-224-8703).
Clerical position can contact me at 416-627-6622. TAOA only accept registered volunteers (latest a week before
show date), it is because TAOA needs time to assign positions, print name tags etc.....
Member’s involvement: During our show, TAOA accept plants from members for display if members follow
TAOA regulations. Please see attached regulations and person in charge of members sales table is Ms. Susan
Cheung. TAOA will charge 10% for plant sales. Please prepare price, member’s name & number (not more than 30
plants daily) in duplicate to Ms. Susan Cheung on Saturday and Sunday.

2007 Membership renewal
2007 new membership starts from May 1% to April 30, 2008.
1 year membership: single $15, couple $20
2 year membership: single $25, couple $35
Please renew your membership before April 30. Newsletter will not be sent out to member whose
membership has expired. Please make cheque payable to:
Toronto Artistic Orchid Association
100 Cummer Avenue, Toronto, Ontario M2M 2E4
or by cash on March 17" at the bi-monthly meeting.

Awards received on SOOS show:

First Prize Den. Iki Susan Cheung
Cochleathes discolor Susan Cheung
Cymb. sinense “Eighteen Beauties” Tenny Chan

Second Prize L. anceps x Slc. Wendy's Valentine “Orchis” TAOA member
Phal. lueddemanniana TAOA member

Third Prize Paph. malipoense Susan Cheung
Vandofinetia Blanpunkt Rosanna Li
L. Santa Barbara Sunset “Showtime” HCC/AOS TAOA member
Blc. Hwa Yuan Beauty “Spicy Girl” TAOA member

TAOA member Mr. Wilson Ng (last show-chair) received best Phalaenopsis award and Roger & Anli Sheng
received best Cattleya award. Congratulations to them.
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TAOA Activity :
March 17, 2007 (Saturday) is our bi-monthly meeting, (Proof of membership is mandatory)
Venue: CCCGT, 5183 Sheppard Avenue East. Talk is given by Mr. Tenny Chan on water and fertilizer.

Agenda

12:30pm — 1:30pm

1) Members’ sale table — non-members are welcome to purchase. But sales table is for members only. Please put
your name, member’s number and price. 10% charge will be placed on plant sales.

2) Raffle tickets — For members only, prizes are donated by members. All are welcome to donate prizes.

3) Orchid cultivation consultation — For members only. Members are welcome to consult doctors on all cultural
problems. If you require re-potting service, please wrap your sick plants in clear plastic bag to avoid spreading
disease. There will be a charge for potting material; it will be according to pot size, $1.00 for 1 inch. Pots
cannot be larger than 10 inches.

4) Orchid appreciation — Members are welcome to bring plants to show. Fill up forms supplied by TAOA
accordingly: name of grower, plant name and cultural method e.g. indoors/greenhouse, management and any
special cultural method.

1:30pm - 3:00pm

1) TAOA report

2) Orchid Appreciation

3) Special Talk — Topic: Water and fertilizer by Mr. Tenny Chan
4) Raffle draw

2007 Orchid Calendar for March & April:

March 3" (Saturday) : AOS Toronto Centre Judging
Venue : Toronto Botanical Garden
Leslie Street & Lawrence Avenue East
Time : 1:00 pm
Admission : Free of charge (non AOS/SOOS members are welcome to bring plants to
be judged or participate)

March 4" (Sunday) : SOOS Monthly Meeting
Venue : Toronto Botanical Garden
Leslie Street & Lawrence Avenue East
Time : 12:00 - 3:00 pm (12:00 - 1:00 pm plant sale)
Admission : Free of charge (Please don’t haggle when buying plants)

March 10" & 11" (Saturday & Sunday) : RBG Orchid Show
Venue : Royal Botanical Garden
680 Plains Road West, Burlington
Time: Saturday — 12:00 pm - 5:00 pm
Sunday — 9:00 am — 5:00 pm
Admission : Adult $ 7 - children under12 years free

March 17" & 18" (Saturday & Sunday) : London Orchid Show
Venue ;. Western Fairgrounds
900 King Street, London
Time: Saturday — 12:00 pm - 5:00 pm
Sunday — 10:00 am — 5:00 pm
Admission :  Adult $ 8 ~ Senior or advance ticket $ 6



April 14 & 15 (Saturday & Sunday) : TAOA Orchid Show
Venue : The Chinese Cultural of Greater Toronto
5183 Sheppard Avenue East
Time : Saturday — 11:00am — 6:00 pm

Sunday — 10:00 am — 5:00 pm (photographs 8:00 am — 10:00 am)

Admission :  $ 6 per person

April 28 & 29 (Saturday & Sunday) : Ottawa Orchid Show
Venue : Nepean Sportsplex
1701 Woodroffe Avenue, Ottawa
Time : Saturday — 12:00pm — 5:00 pm
Sunday — 9:00 am — 5:00 pm
Admission : Adult $ 8 - children under 12 $ 6 and senior $ 7
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Semi-Hydroponics Culture by Calvin Wong — Tropical Gardens Orchids

S/H culture is developed by Ray Barkalow in the U.S. Plants are grown towards: 1) light;

2) ground (through gravity) and 3) moisture. In S/H culture, roots are being attracted towards
the water. These newly developed roots are “water roots” which will grow submerge 100% in
water (composition of cell within the roots are very different than aerial roots).

Container used is a clear or semi-clear cup, with reservoir at the bottom 1/5 of the container.
Medium is clay pellets (that has been fired in extremely high temperature at 3000°C range)
through capillary action, moisture wicked upward and root zone is kept moist, but not soaking
wet.

What is Semi-Hydroponics Culture?

Use inorganic media

Growing container is a clear or semi-clear cup, with reservoir at the bottom 1/5 of the container.
Holes are drilled on the side of the container to ensure consistent water level in the reservoir
Clay pellets are used as medium

Through capillary action, clay pellets will wick water up from the reservoir to supply moisture to
the root zone

Evaporation will also ensure moisture in the root zone

New roots are attracted and grown towards water

Benefits

A lot more roots activity and less rotten roots once established
More new growths

Flower more frequently

Solve low humidity issue (growing at home)

Easy watering - cannot over-water

Can be used with most orchid genera

Media

B Inorganic media with rough surface and high absorption ratio

B Due to the size and shape of the clay pellets, air can circulate through the root zone—decrease the
chance of rotted roots

B Can be mixed with perlite, charcoal, lava rocks or other inorganic media

B Soak at least 24 hours before use to maximize performance

Maintenance

B Ensure reservoir is not empty, water when necessary (or when you feel like it!)

B Can also cover the holes on the side and soak the medium totally

B During active growth, fertilizer every two weeks. If white deposit appears on the surface of the
clay pellets, use a larger container and soak the entire pot. This will solve the salt accumulation on
the surface of the clay pellets.

B Flush the pot using R/O or rainwater every few weeks to ensure excess fertilizer and salt are out of
the reservoir.
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Size of the container

B In traditional growing culture, always err on the side of using a smaller pot

B Media in a larger pot takes longer to dry out, roots are more prone to rot.

B In S/H culture, since the reservoir is in a constant level, size of pot is not as critical.

B Remember, you can never over water in S/H culture!

Tips

B When first repotted to S/H culture, water as often as you can to ensure media on the top portion of
the pot remain moist

B Flush the media every few weeks

B Nobile-type Dendrobiums do need the total dry out period in S/H culture, simply withhold

fertilizer and the plant will flower

Orchid genera that will do well in S/H culture

Paphiopedilum
Phragmipedilum
Phalaenopsis
Dendrobium
Cymbidium
Oncidium
Cattleya

Orchid genera that are not recommended for S/H culture

Rhychonstylis

Vanda & all Vandeous hybrids and intergenerics
Bulbophyllum

Mounted specimen

Things to watch out for

When first transplanted into S/H culture, the bottom leaves of most plant will turn brown and fall
off

Most of the old roots will rot

If clay pellets are dried, salt will accumulate on the surface

Algae growth in pots
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Orchid Show Reqgulations

2007 annual TAOA Orchid Show will be held on April 14 & 15 at the Chinese Cultural Centre. We welcome
members to loan their plants for display in our show. We would appreciate it very much if members can observe the
following regulations:

1) Plants should be trimmed off all wilted flowers, old stems, dead roots and leaves. Plants should be cleaned and
free from pest and disease. Wobbly plants should be held steady and tied to support.

2) Label the plant owner's or contributor's name and contact telephone humber on the pot.

3) Bring plants to the Chinese Cultural Centre of Greater Toronto, ground level exhibition room to TAOA person-
in-charge on April 13 from 12:00-3:00 pm. Plants arrive later than the above-mentioned hours may not be
exhibited or judged. As this is not a show day, please leave immediately after you have handed in your plants.

4) TAOA will try to exhibit as many plants as possible, but plants may not be selected for the following reasons:
a) Plants have pests or disease
b) The quality of plants do not meet the standard for exhibition
c) Our show table could not accommodate all the plants
d) For plants with the same name the one of lower quality will be eliminated
e) Plants forbidden to enter the country (except with legal permit)

f) Plants brought in late

5) Where plants are placed is determined by TAOA.

6) TAOA will not be responsible for injured or stolen plants.

7) Plants are not allowed to be removed from the show table before the show is over, unless TAOA agrees.

8) Members who loan out plants do not enjoy special privilege. They have to pay admission fee as other members
and the general public.

9) On April 15 at 5:15 pm when the show is over, please come to claim your plants. Plants unclaimed will be
kept by TAOA. Owner of plants will be contacted but TAOA is not responsible for their safety.

10) Member's sales table — all members are welcome to bring their plants for sale, each member cannot bring more
than 30 plants each day and 10% service charge will be in place. Please list your name, member's number,
plants name and price (2 copies) deliver to TAOA member's sales table person in charge (Ms. Susan Cheung).
She will arrange all sales procedures and TAOA is not responsible for their safety.

The upcoming TAOA Orchid Show will include AOS Judging. Plants for AOS Judging must be in bloom.
According to AOS Judging regulation, award winners must pay judging fee of USD55 and photography fee of
USD40. In order to encourage more members to participate and enter their high quality plants for our show table,
TAOA will pay the above-mentioned fee. Those who loan out plants must be TAOA members and their name must

be the same as the name registered on their membership application form. The awarded plant and prize will be kept
by the owner.
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